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old man's hours ; he gives lessons to some children on the harp ;
he works in the garden; he is already much more cheerful. He
wishes to enjoy the cabbages he plants; my son, to whom in case
of death he has bequeathed his harp, he is ardent to instruct, that
the hoy may be able to make use of his inheritance. I have said
but little to him, as a clergyman, about his wild mysterious scru-
ples ; but a busy life brings on so many incidents, that ere long
he must feel how true it is, that doubt of any kind can be removed
by nothing but activity. I go softly to work; yet if I could get
his beard and hood removed, I should reckon it a weighty point;
for nothing more exposes us to madness, than distinguishing our-
selves from others, and nothing more contributes to maintain our
common sense, than living in the universal way with multitudes
of men. Alas! how much there is in education, in our social in-
stitutions, to pi'epare us and our children for insanity!"
Wilhelm stayed some days with this intelligent divine; heard
from him many curious narratives, not of the insane alone, but of
persons such as commonly are reckoned wise and rationa], though
they may have peculiarities which border on insanity.
The conversation became doubly animated on the entrance of
the Doctor, with whom it was a custom to pay frequent visits to
his friend the Clergyman, and to assist him in his laboiars of hu-
manity. The physician was an oldish man, who, though in weak
health, had spent many years in the practice of the noblest virtues.
He was a strong advocate for country life, being himself scarcely
able to exist except in the open air. Withal he was extremely
active and companionable. For several years, he had shown a
special inclination to make friends with all the country clergymen
within his reach. Such of th§se as were employed in any useful
occupation, he strove by every means to help; into others, who
were still unsettled in their aims, he endeavoured to infuse a taste
for some profitable species of exertion. Being at the same time
in connexion with a multitude of noblemen, magistrates, judges,
he had in the space of twenty years, in secret, accomplished much
towards the advancement of many branches of husbandry; he had
done his best to put in motion every project that seemed capable
.of benefiting agriculture, animals, or men; and had thus forwarded
improvement in its truest sense. "For man," he used to say,
" there is but one misfortune; when some idea lays hold of him,
which exerts no influence upon active life, or still more, which
withdraws him irom it. At the present time/' continued he on

